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Mayoral task force issues recommendations for combating 
inequality for Chicagoans 
Focus on creating earned income tax credit reforms, guaranteed income pilot 
 
CHICAGO (February 7, 2019) – The Chicago Resilient Families Task Force, convened last fall by Mayor Rahm 
Emanuel and Ald. Ameya Pawar (47) to address income inequality in Chicago, released its findings on 
Thursday, including recommending modernizing the Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC) program for low- to 
moderate-income city residents, and the creation of guaranteed income pilot program.  

“The EITC is one of the most important tools we have to reduce poverty in our country. From my work on the 
EITC in the Clinton White House to the City of Chicago's expansion of EITC supports since I became mayor in 
2011, I have been committed to finding more ways to help families work their way out of poverty and 
strengthen their economic security,” said Mayor Emanuel. “The City is committed to ensuring that hardworking 
Chicagoans have access to free tax services to file their returns and claim the refunds they deserve and will 
continue to support broadening the benefits of EITC for our residents." 

“I’m incredibly proud of the conscientious work of this task force to examine the potential impacts of a 
guaranteed income for Chicagoans in need, fixing the Earned Income Tax Credit to make it work for more 
working families, and a host of other needed responses to growing income inequality in Chicago,” said Pawar. 
“Together, we spent time listening to the lived experiences of Chicagoans who would be directly impacted by 
these policy changes, and sought to begin to address the structural racism and other obstacles in our culture 
that have led us to this crisis of economic instability in our city.” 
 
The task force recommendations include: 
 
• Using the tax code to expand and modernize the Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC). A bold city and state 
EITC would provide more reliable support to more people. The state has an EITC to build on and there are 
opportunities for the city to explore creation of a city EITC. The task force says Chicago should seek to bring 
more workers into the fold, particularly unpaid caregivers as well as people with middle class incomes and 
students. It also recommends increasing the minimum credit for most recipients to give a more substantive 
benefit; spreading out the payments over the year so the income is predictable; and creating an automatic filing 
option. 
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• Creating a guaranteed income pilot. Through a pilot, Chicago can learn how government can operate and 
bring programs like this to scale. A pilot would reach 1,000 Chicagoans with $1,000 a month. Guaranteed 
income can have powerful effects: significant reductions in poverty; improved school attendance; an increase 
in savings; and improvements to health and well-being. 

 
• Exploring complementary policies that the State of Illinois and City of Chicago can take to increase work 
stability and economic security, strengthen the safety net, bolster consumer protections, and increase 
economic mobility. 
 
The task force was led in partnership with the Economic Security Project, a national organization committed to 
supporting cash as a tool to help working families help make ends meet, lift Americans out of poverty and 
rebuild the middle class. The task force also partnered with the Research and Policy division at Heartland 
Alliance. 
 
“Illinoisans are leading the charge of providing economic stability to its hard-working residents by embracing 
this innovative package of interventions,” said Dorian Warren, co-chair of the Economic Security Project. “This 
forward-thinking leadership is what we need to move our states – and our country – into a system that works 
for all, not just a select few.” 
 
The task force was co-chaired by SEIU Local 1 President Tom Balanoff and local community leader Celena 
Roldan with other members including from civic, religious and community leaders in addition to elected officials 
and academics.  
 
“A guaranteed income program will allow Chicagoans to efficiently make their own financial choices in 
accordance with their needs,” said Pawar. “This could allow financially struggling Chicagoans to begin to rise 
out of poverty, thereby also boosting local economic development in their own communities.” 
 
“Guaranteed income has the potential to raise the floor for all Chicagoans and could be one important 
component in the fight for economic justice for Chicago’s working families,” said Balanoff. “We need new, 
innovative social programs to ensure thousands of working people have the financial security they need to 
raise their families and support their communities. Chicago must lead the way.”  
 
Pawar’s proposal is the latest development in a rapidly-expanding movement for guaranteed income programs 
in the United States. Stockton, California led the way, announcing a guaranteed income program last fall.  
 
For more information:  
The full report, an overview of the guaranteed income pilot program for Chicago and EITC and policy 
recommendations can be found at www.economicsecurityil.org. 
 
A video of six Chicagoans sharing their experiences with economic insecurity, produced at a listening event put 
on by the Chicago Resilient Families Task force can also be found at www.economicsecurityil.org.  
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